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3rd Annual General Meeting

Nova Scotia College of Medical Laboratory Technologists

Royal Bank Theatre
QEII Health Sciences Centre
June 10th, 2006
0.0 Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 13:35 by Chair, Ankie Fisher.

1.0 Introductions

· Ankie introduced the Board and Committee members present.
· Seven members were present.
· Government appointed Chandra Shekhar was absent.
· Ankie also included that if anyone was interested in being a community representative, to call the office.

2.0 Approval of the Agenda

· Parliamentarian, Sheila Stevens, and scrutinizers, Jo-Anne Verge & Paul Acker, were appointed

· Additions to the agenda:
2.1
Asking of non members (one – Deborah MacDonald, MLA, IWK)

2.2
Counting of voting cards (66 voting members)

8.1
Sheila Stevens – New Business

-
Those in favor of adopting amended agenda: 66.  Motion carried.  Moved by Elaine Allen, seconded by Jo-Anne Verge.
3.0 Chair’s message – Ankie Fisher
· Report submitted.
· Ankie added if anyone would like to work with the College on any issue to contact the office.  The College would like people from across the province to help out in some way.
· No further comments or questions.
· Moved by Nola Hill, seconded by Helen Harrington-Gaspar.
4.0 Minutes of the 2004 Annual General Meeting of the Nova Scotia College of Medical Laboratory Technologists

-
Omissions or errors:
6.4
Phyllis Murphy clarified that the television Christmas greeting, that was supposed to air in December did not (by error of the television station), and it was the April commercial, during NMLW, which was seen across Canada.
-
Adoption of amended minutes approved.  Moved by Joan MacLeod, seconded by Lana McMichael.  In favor: 66.  Motion carried.
5.0 Reports


-
It was recommended that all reports be moved for adoption at the end, rather than 


after each report.  This was agreed upon by all.
5.1 Registrar – Geraldine Cooper-Lesins
· Report submitted.
· Geraldine added that Glenda Thorne, and herself, are working on the present policy process.  They are currently doing the first draft of the Emergency Preparedness Plan (EPP) and will distribute to other key stakeholders for input when complete.
· Ankie took this time to announce “on a sad note” Geraldine’s resignation, which prompted a standing ovation for Geraldine’s dedication and hard work.

· Ankie also commented that the NSCMLT will be looking for a new Registrar for those interested.

-
Question:  Point of Care Testing (POCT) – are these statements established or are they going to be?
-
Answer:  The statements were in place (RTP) as of last year and have been adjusted to fit Nova Scotia.  They can be found on our website.

-
No further questions.
5.2 Finance – Joan MacLeod
· Report submitted.
-
Joan indicated that the wrong report by our accountant was copied for distribution and a revised report will be issued.  The copy received only shows the Registrar’s salary and should also include the Administrative Assistant’s.
-
Joan mentioned that the office fees are higher due to our new location, monies have been moved for investments, and insurances (liability, office) have increased.
· Question:  Page 3 indicates a donation of $2,000 was received.  Was it received 
and what was it for?

· Answer:  Yes, the donation was received by the Gavin family in honor or Bill 
Gavin, and the money goes towards the Gavin Award given out each year.

· No further questions.
· Motion to move by Joan MacLeod, seconded by Anne MacLennan, in favor: 66.  
Motion carried.

5.3 Professional Development – Cindy Andrews
· Report submitted

· Cindy gave recognition to the PD Committee members for their great job.  Thanked Alice Bowering from Yarmouth, Kyna McVicar, Faye Lively, Trudy Handy, and Ed Miles.
· Many questions were raised regarding the change in teKnowledge credits.  It was decided to continue with the other reports and then come back to the teK credits questions after the other reports had been accepted (see 9.0 Questions / Comments).  Moved by Helen Harrington-Gaspar, seconded by Sheila Stevens.  In favor: 66.
· Cindy indicated that they were looking for help on the committee, and added that you receive credits for being on a committee.

· Ankie suggested making a motion to be brought to the BOD and have them discuss the matter at their next meeting, if they thought this was to be a problem (no motions filed by the end of AGM)
· Some felt that those training new students would feel bad if they did not receive any credits.
· Vote to accept the PD report as presented:


1st
-
Accepted: 37
Apposed: 23
Abstaining: 2
Total: 62 (recount)

2nd
-
Accepted: 39
Apposed: 24
Abstaining: 3
Total: 66

-
Motion carried

5.4 Marketing and Communications – Lana McMichael
· Report Submitted

· Lana added if members were interested in volunteering their help with Marketing and Communications, to give her an email.  Mentioned it was not a huge commitment, a no pressure situation, just helping each other.
· Lana also mentioned if members did not see notices from the NSCMLT at their work, to contact her or the office.

· Comment: The television ad (NMLW) would have been nicer if the people smiled.  They made it look like a boring profession.

· Response: Ankie informed the people in the ad were not from Nova Scotia, but from Saskatchewan and were real techs.  She also added the national television ad was in process for future airings.

· No further questions or comments.
5.5 Publications – Geraldine Cooper-Lesins
· Report Submitted

· Geraldine indicated that the spring publication was mainly taken care of by herself and Nalaine Langille, NSCMLT Administrative Assistant.
· It was mentioned there would be a new format for the summer issue, on gloss paper with one color (blue).  We are hoping the new look will grab more interest.
· There are to be more photos from around the province.

· Geraldine thanked Alice Bowering (Yarmouth), and Chrissy Abbass (Cape Breton) for their help.

· Michele Gaudet was identified as the new Publications Chair.

· Question: (a member) Would rather receive the publication and other information by email.  Did anyone else feel this way?  They thought it would be more cost effective.
· Answer: Was indicated we could look into this.
· Comment: It’s hard to take an email with you.
· Question: In the (MLT) Act, does it mean we have to publish via hardcopy?
· Answer: Hardcopy or posting on our website is okay. 
· No further questions.
5.6 Labour Mobility – Elaine Allen & Geraldine Cooper-Lesins
· Reports submitted.
· Elaine commented that Geraldine has done most of the work.  As a Society a lot of work was done, but after becoming a College there has not been so much.

· It was added that Ontario is changing their Professional Act & Regulations so the MRA is on hold.  There is to be a meeting in October/November.

· Question: If this (MRA) gets passed, can someone move from NS to ON?

· Answer: You can.  The MRA is so you can move from province to province (provided they are regulated), but you have to be licensed in the province you are leaving.
· Question: Moving from NS to ON, is it harder to move in reverse (ON to NS)?

· Answer: Not really (ON is changing things).  Licensing is the key.  You still have to fill out the proper application and pay the fees.

· Comment:  The paper work is more complicated (ON).
· Response:  They can not deny membership; you just might need to show proper paperwork prior to receiving a license.
· No further questions.
6.0 Standing Committee Reports

6.1 Credentials Committee Report – Geraldine Cooper-Lesins
· Report Submitted.
· No questions.
6.2 Discipline Report – Geraldine Cooper-Lesins
· Report submitted.
· Geraldine added that there is no disciplinary process in place at the moment.

· No questions.
6.3 Council of National Certification Reports – Wendy Bryan
-
Reports submitted.
-
No questions.
6.4 Gynecological Cancer Screening Program
· No report submitted.

· No questions.
6.5 Policy Committee Report – Glenda Thorne
· Report submitted.
· No questions.
6.6 CMA (Canadian Medical Association) – Joan MacLeod
· Report submitted.

· It was indicated a volunteer to be a representative for the CMA survey team was needed.  The volunteer could not be from Dalhousie University or CDHA.  An ad would be in the Summer issue of the News & Views with further details.  Those interested were told to contact the office by August 15th.

· Question:  Do you have to be a cytologist?

· Answer:  No.
· Question:  What type of commitment is required?
· Answer:  If you volunteer you would be required to follow thru to the end.  Entails quite a bit of reading and some personal time.  Meetings would be via teleconferences and onsite discussions with CMA.
· No further questions.
6.7 Nomination Committee Report – Ankie Fisher

· Report submitted.

· Ankie added one BOD member was retiring from her position, and we received only one nomination.
· Sharon Comeau was the only nomination; therefore, was accepted for the position.  She gave a brief bio of herself.
· No questions.
Motion to adopt all reports was passed, moved by Linda Neves, and seconded by Debbie MacDonald.  Vote carried.

7.0 Presentation of Awards
An award (Urram Award) was presented to Glenda Thorne.  Glenda was absent from the AGM so Ankie indicated she would present the award to her at the IWK the following week.  Ankie also mentioned there would be a write up on Glenda in the next News & Views publication.
8.0 New Business
8.1 Sheila Stevens

· Addressed the members in regards to her profession at MacCulloch Med Tech Services.  Stated that they are looking to recruit people and like MLTs for their phlebotomy skills and attention to detail.  Indicated the job was very rewarding and used MLT skills.  Sheila left cards for those interested, or for those who knew someone who may be.
· No questions.

9.0 Questions / Comments
· teKnowledge revised credits

-
Question: Are the journal articles affected by the change written or read?

· Answer: Limits the number of journal articles read.
· Question:  Why the change to the credits?

· Answer:  As the PD Committee becomes more established new avenues will be available; therefore, it is desired that a variety of avenues be used.

· Question (statement): The community does not have access to CE.

· Answer (response): There will be a loan library available (in the works), the Committee is willing to travel (Lunch & Learn), and the NSCMLT website will become more interactive with possible online courses.
· Question: If you submit credits in 2008 or 2009, will you accept up to the deadline to read articles?

· Answer:  Yes, from now until 2008, if you get 2 credits you can use those 2 credits.  Any credits after 2008 is affected by the change.

· Question: Did the BOD review the teK credit change prior to PD Committee adopting them?

· Answer: Yes.  It is believed the majority of members can meet the required 8 credits easily even with the new changes.

· Question:  If it was abused or over used, why change just the reading requirements?

· Answer:  Members were doing a lot of reading to make up their required credits, and this is not what the Committee would like to see.  There are other ways to obtain credits besides reading.

· Question:  Does Ontario have a similar rule regarding continuing education credits?

· Answer:  The National Body does limit credits for articles read.
· Question (statement): Learning new instruments and cd’s are not counted.

· Answer (response): Yes they are.

· Question: What if training other people, like nurses? (Can credits be obtained?)

· Answer: No.

· Question:  What about a community (work related) “thing” all day?

· Answer:  If you give a lecture you receive more credits.

· Question:  Subcommittee to review revised teK credits?

· Answer: The BOD have already reviewed the proposed revised teK credits, but accepted the recommendation (of a subcommittee to review) and indicated it would be discussed.
· Question: If the loan library is not in place by 2008, would the new teK credit deadline be extended?

· Answer: Wait to see where the loan library progress is by the next AGM before discussing deadline changes.

· Question: Does the PD Committee have a list of what is available (for obtaining credits)?

· Answer: Yes, it is in the works.

· Question (statement):  It is hard to compare MLTs to nursing as they get sent off to do things.  Some MLTs can’t, they have to travel to go to lunch and learns, etc.  They are not given the means by employers to do such things as nurses.

· Answer (response): Nurses are a lot like us really, they have problems and concerns like us.  It’s not going to be easy, but this is just the beginning.  We have to start somewhere.

10.0 Adjournment

-
Draws were conducted prior to adjournment, results as follows:

$250 certificates from CSMLS:
Elaine Allen

(donated by Bayer Diagnostics)
Sandra MacDonald


Hilary Lynn MacInnis

Computer bags:
Cindy Andrews

(donated by NSCC)
Holly Turner


Christina Hilchie

Pedometers & calculator pen sets:
Melanie Barringer


Debbie MacDonald


Claudette LeBlanc


Virginia Fox


Ankie Fisher


Glen Johnston


Ed Miles


Elizabeth Aulenback


Linda Neves
-
Ankie mentioned there were evaluation forms in the members meeting packets, could 
they please fill them out and hand them in prior to leaving.

-
Meeting adjourned at 14:00 – moved by Holly Turner.
Respectfully submitted,

Nalaine Langille
Administrative Assistant

for the NSCMLT Board of Directors
