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TO:  NSCMLT AGM June 6th, 2009

FROM:  Joan MacLeod, MLT
RE:  CMA Report
Date Prepared:  May 15th, 2009

ASSEMBLY OF HEALTH SCIENCES PROFESSIONS REPORT

CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSSOCIATION (CMA)

CONJOINT ACCREDITATION 

The Assembly of Health Science Professions (AHSP) is a group that meets each year to provide health science professions with a forum for discussion of professional issues related to accreditation.  AHSP includes fifteen professions such as Medical Laboratory Technology, Medical Laboratory Assistants, Clinical Perfusion, Medical Radiation Technology and Paramedics.
This group provides input to Canadian Conjoint Accreditation (CCA) on accreditation policy and requirements, procedures for training program assessment and other issues related to health science professions.  The Nova Scotia College of Medical Laboratory Technologists (NSCMLT) is a sponsor of CCA, as a regulatory body. 
The following issues were addressed in the last year during the AHSP meeting, held February 27th, 2009:
1) CMA is developing a “Frequently Asked Questions” section on their CMA accreditation website to provide discipline specific interpretations for some accreditation criteria that would be helpful for programs and professionals. 
2) Approval of a revised draft of “Guiding Principles” for national entry-level competency profiles used in the CMA accreditation process.  This draft will now be submitted to CCA and re-circulated to sponsors.
3) The Canadian Patient Safety Institute (CPSI) provided a presentation on safety competencies and disclosure guidelines in Canada.  AHSP group had discussions around the feasibility of developing AHSP inter-professional core competencies for safety.  The NSCMLT patient safety initiatives were submitted to the AHSP (Attachment #1).
4) Discussion occurred around the implications of Chapter 7 of the Federal/Provincial and Territorial Agreement on Internal Trade (AIT) for regulated and non-regulated Health Professionals. 
5) AHSP group started a new process this year where each professionals and regulatory association submitted a report on recent development and key priorities (see Attachment #2).
Respectfully submitted,

Joan MacLeod, MLT, DBA 

NSCMLT representative to AHSP
Nova Scotia College of Medical Laboratory Technologists
5991 Spring Garden Road, Suite 265, Halifax, NS, B3H 1Y6
Tel: 902-453-9605  •     Toll Free (in NS only): 1-888-897-4095  •    Fax: 902-454-3535
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