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TO:  NSCMLT AGM June 6th, 2009

FROM: Wendy Bryan, MLT

RE: CNC Report

Date Prepared: May 27th, 2009

COUNCIL FOR NATIONAL CERTIFICATION REPORT
The past year was another busy year for me as the NS representative to the Council for National Certification (CNC).  We had one live meeting in February 2008 and three teleconferences.
Some of the highlights of our business over the past year include:

· Validated competency profile revisions for both Cytology and MLA have been accepted by CNC and forwarded to the Canadian Medical Association (CMA) for approval.
· The MLA exam bank was translated into French and the first French exam for MLA was offered in June 2008.
· CNC recommended to the Board of Directors (BOD) that a two stage language proficiency standard be adopted for the PLA process using the Canadian Language Benchmark process.  
· Effective on the June 2009 general exam, the number of validation items will be increased to ensure the timely implementation of new exam questions.

· A task force for Internationally Trained MLT candidates has been formed.  The call went out in the Journal to ask for volunteers to sit on the task force.
· In preparation of MLA programs being accredited by CMA, CNC discussed the eligibility routes to MLA exam.  It was agreed that effective January 1st,  2013, students applying to write the MLA exam must be graduates of programs that have been accredited by CMA or has applied for accreditation.  As well, a Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) process will be implemented for MLAs concurrently.
· 2008 PLA Statistics:

· 307 PLA applications were received in 2008

· 53% were from Ontario; 14% offshore

· Increased number of applicants from Alberta, Manitoba, and British Columbia
· Assessment team completed a total of 271 first time assessments and 237 revisions.
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