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The last 18 months as Chair of Board of Directors for the NSCMLT has been interesting as the College continues to develop policies, build working relationships with other healthcare regulatory bodies and become a resource for over 900 of its members.
In September 2006 we welcomed Carolyn Whitmore as the new Registrar of the NSCMLT.  Carolyn’s learning curve has been steep!  With help from the entire Board of Directors, and Geraldine, she has become quite comfortable with her position and is a great addition to our College.  The Board of Directors has also increased the work hours of Nalaine Langille, Office Administrative Assistant, to full time.  Nalaine has proven to be a wonderful asset to the NSCMLT.
As you can see from reports presented today from the various standing committees of the NSCMLT, College members have been working hard on your behalf.  The past year has seen a small increase in the number of MLTs who are helping out with College activities.  However, to make the NSCMLT stronger, we still need more of you.  Our policies, position statements, publications, educational opportunities, promotion of our profession and standing committee work needs to reflect the entire province.  With today’s technology, much work can be done from your own communities.  Please consider volunteering some time with your College!  Previous experience is not necessary!

The Nova Scotia College of Medical Laboratory Technologists also participates on national initiatives with the CSMLS and the Canadian Medical Association as well as other national, regional and provincial stakeholders.  Currently the NSCMLT is working on a project with the NS College of Pharmacists, the NS College of Nurses, the Physicians College and the NS Department of Health that will standardize “Point of Care Testing” (POCT) in communities across the province.  Thanks to Glenda Thorne who leads this project.  
Various board members and Carolyn have accepted requests to meet with members for “Lunch ‘n Learns”, symposiums and education days.  They have been great opportunities to address questions from members and promote the activities of the NSCMLT.  We look forward to meeting with more members across Nova Scotia in the coming year.  In addition to meeting with the membership, Carolyn and I have had the opportunity to work with employers who are seeking to fill staffing shortages with MLTs who have been out of the work force for a number of years.  This co-operative effort allows returning MLTs to receive a customized “re-entry to practice” plan which in turn assures the College that public safety is being upheld to the highest standard.  Ultimately the NSCMLT must ensure that all medical technologists in Nova Scotia, that practice medical laboratory medicine in the province, are qualified to do so and that licensed medical laboratory technologists are doing the practice of medical laboratory technology.  Don’t forget “Results Matter” and so do you!

At this AGM several board members are completing their terms with the NSCMLT Board of Directors.  I would like to personally thank Pam Taylor, Cindy Andrews, Joan MacLeod and Elaine Allen for their time spent volunteering with the College.  Pam has been the Secretary of the Board of Directors.  Joan has been Treasurer since the inception of the College.  Cindy was also Chair of the Professional Development Committee and Elaine finishes her term as Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors.  We welcome Joan back to the Board of Directors as she has been nominated for her third term with the board.  Three remaining vacancies on the board will be filled by vote at the AGM.  Lana McMichael and Joanne Crowell are handing over the reins of the Marketing & Communications Committee.  Along with Pam Taylor, they did a great job on that committee for the last couple of years.  It has been a pleasure to work with all of these MLTs over the last few years.  My appreciation goes out to the remaining board members for their work and support given to the NSCMLT and the opportunity to serve as Chair.  
Respectfully submitted,
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