Agenda Item #5.4

Marketing and Communication 

AGM Report - June 2, 2007

I would like to give you a brief review of what the Marketing and Communication (M&C) committee has been up to since our last AGM.  Even though we were a very small committee, we tried to do our best for you.  
Career Packages were completed and sent to high schools throughout the province.  Various reports, articles and ads were created and published in our News and Views along with the annual provincial report sent to CSMLS.  We offered support and input on several policies and projects and also on the new Officer’s Manual.
Much time was spent in communication with CTV and CSMLS preparing our Christmas Greeting in December, and the Public Service Announcement during National Medical Laboratory Week.  Scripts and scheduling packages were created and reviewed.  It’s amazing how much thought and consideration can go into a couple of lines for broadcast!  A press release was sent to the Premier’s office, government departments and MLA’s announcing the launch of NMLW.
Public appearances were made by members of our committee at the launch of Pap Test Awareness Week (PTAW) at Scotia Square Mall in Halifax.  As a sponsor of PTAW, we received free advertising as was seen on transit buses and in the newspaper.
We also presented student Diagnostic Cytology Awards at Dalhousie University School of Health Sciences.  Thanks to Anne Mahalik for her help in reporting on these events.  The committee recommended an increase of awards for students:  MLT Program - $200 (1st year) and $400 (2nd year).  Diagnostic Cytology - $200 (1st year), $300 (2nd year) and $400 (3rd year).
Some promotional items were purchased this year, such as monogrammed bags and lapel pins for members and name badges for our Board of Directors.  We hope you like the pins! 

Myself and committee members are completing our roles with the M&C committee today.  We hope to see some new enthusiastic volunteers come forward with fresh ideas for the future.  Having MLTs from all areas of the province is desired, welcomed, and beneficial, on the Board of Directors, as well as on committees, to deliver a more balanced viewpoint.  We appreciate all the guidance and positive encouragement we received from the Board of Directors and Nalaine in our office.  I would like to thank Joanne Crowell from Colchester Regional Hospital and Pam Taylor from the Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture for their contributions and professional wisdom.  I would also like to thank my employer who supported and encouraged my participation.  It has been a tremendous learning experience and a reaffirmation of the extraordinary quality of Medical Laboratory Technologists we have in this province.  We hope we have positively contributed to our profession through this committee, even if only in a small way.  
Respectfully Submitted by,

Lana McMichael, MLT

Marketing and Communications Chair

