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TO:  NSCMLT AGM June 6th, 2009

FROM: Ed Miles, MLT

RE: PDC Report
Date Prepared: May 25th, 2009

Professional Development Committee Report

I would like to begin by acknowledging the members of the professional committee (PDC).  Their dedication, commitment and teamwork over the past year have been a tremendous driving force that led to another successful year.  Although I will be stepping down as PDC Chair, I will still be playing an active role in the PDC and offering my support to the new chairperson. 

PDC members:

Kyna MacVicar, Faye Lively, Alice Bowering, Sheila MacRury, Helen Harrington-Gaspar, Norma MacDonald and introducing Ryan Fraser and Michelle Mailman who recently joined our committee. 

Thanks for your support!

______________________________________________________________________________

Professional Development Committee Initiatives for 2008-2009
· To introduce a new updated TeKnowledge credit chart and registration form to assist members with their professional development (PD) and documentation of TeKnowledge
· To provide alternative PD opportunities through the purchase of 250 seats from Media Lab, INC online compliance  and CE for Clinical Laboratories

· To recognize our educational partnership with Telecris Biotherapeutics that was established last year

· To pay an active role in the CSMLS national PDC meetings and to explore alternative ways to promote PD across NS

· To organize and prepare for the educational symposium and annual general meeting

· To encourage more members to play an active role on the PDC

TEKNOWLEDGE
TeKnowledge is an ongoing process.  The PDC modified the TeKnowledge credit chart into an easy to follow format.  It is divided into three main categories depending on the type of professional development acquired.  The objectives of the new format are to:
· organize the information into a user friendly format and give direction to the types of PD that is credible to acquire a license.

·  to encourage acquisition of PD from a wide variety of areas

· to provide a better understanding of TeKnowledge and promote continuing education in the profession of MLT. 

An information sheet was developed to give direction on the TeKnowledge process.  This includes a description of the NS TeKnowledge.ca program; information on TeKnowledge credits; categories of professional development and direction on completing the new TeKnowledge certificate application.  

All this information will be placed on the NSCMLT web site in the very near future and there is a copy of the information in the AGM package.  All changes are in effect as of November of 2008.  

This year was very busy with TeKnowledge review.  The majority of applications for the 4 year licenses were due in November 2008.  The office sent out a letter to members letting them know that there may be a delay in getting all the certificates out in a timely fashion, which certainly was the case.  Kyna and Sheila helped to process the applications towards the end to get them all completed.  TeKnowledge tracking and registration will be a lot easier and faster when the online registration is in place. 
We are looking at using “webinars” for future communications with our members.  This is an inexpensive and effective means of communication offered online.  Approximately $70.00 per a month will give us 10,000 hours of communication allowing a large number of members to participate in teleconference/computer communication.  We feel this would be a valuable means of passing on information to the members of the NSCMLT and to keep everyone updated on TeKnowledge and other changes in the future.  It can be used for meetings and general interaction with the members and save money from the current type of teleconferencing. 

MEDIA LAB, INC
The PDC will be purchasing 250 seats from Media Lab, online compliance and CE for Clinical Laboratories.  The cost is $995.00 (American), for one year.  This will allow 250 members to access up to 52 different courses online with new courses being added on a regular basis.  The course selection covers everything from safety to course related to the major clinical disciplines.  Each individual will have their own sign on and be able to keep a track of their progress throughout the year which includes printing off certificates for their PD file.  It is a great opportunity for members to build up their TeKnowledge credits and an excellent learning tool to help stay current in their profession.
The PDC agreed to offer a seat to each active member in attendance for the 2009 Educational Symposium and AGM ($95.00 value).  The remainder of the seats will be divided up amongst the members across NS.  For those members who do not get a seat this year will be first on the list the following year, and so on.  Over 4 years, everyone will have an opportunity to participate in the Media Lab, Inc.  A great opportunity for all!!!!

Attached is a copy of the Quote from Media Lab, Inc.  Please visit their web site at www.medialabinc.net for more information.

TELECRIS BIOTHERAPEUTICS
As you may know, the NSCMLT and Telecris Biotherapeutics have entered into an educational partnership last year.  We have received an educational grant of $5,000.00 to assist the NSCMLT and its members with ongoing education initiatives.  Although it is an unconditional grant, it is to be used strictly for professional development of the NSCMLT members.  We as a committee agreed to provide updates to Telecris on the distribution of the funds.  

CSMLS PDC MEETINGS
We are involved with ongoing national PDC meeting organized through the CSMLS.  There are two meetings a year that all PDC can join in and discuss their initiatives with other provincial bodies.  This provides a good opportunity for each province to share information and ideas about what’s going on across Canada.  

Michelle Squarciotta is the new education coordinator for CSMLS.  She has contacted the PDC in each province to get ideas on how CSMLS can assist the provinces in continuing education.  This is an ongoing process. 

EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIUM AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The PDC plays an active role in preparing for the AGM each year.  Over the past three years the AGM has seen growing numbers of participants and this year is no exception.  We have an excellent line up of guest speakers, a great venue, good food and a relaxing social venue. 

Our objective is to provide a day of education and the opportunity for the members to play an active role in the AGM. 

NEW MEMBERS
One of our initiatives this year was to recruit new members for the PDC.  The objective was to get representation from different districts to sit on the committee to help us assess the professional development needs across NS.   The lab managers supported our efforts by distributing a flyer to their respective areas inviting technologists to join us on our journey.  As a result, we would like to welcome both Ryan Fraser and Michelle Mailman to the PDC.  

Here’s the plug!!!

The Professional Development Committee is seeking new members to join us in our ongoing commitment to promote continuing education to the members of the NSCMLT.  If you are interested, please contact us!  Your support will be a valuable asset to the profession of Medical Laboratory Technology.

Submitted respectively by
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Ed Miles
PDC Chair

Nova Scotia College of Medical Laboratory Technologists
5991 Spring Garden Road, Suite 265, Halifax, NS, B3H 1Y6
Tel: 902-453-9605  •     Toll Free (in NS only): 1-888-897-4095  •    Fax: 902-454-3535
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