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TO:  NSCMLT AGM June 6th, 2009

FROM: Carolyn Dale, MLT, B.Sc., Registrar

RE: Registrar Report

Date Prepared: May 6th, 2009

REGISTRAR REPORT
This is my third Annual General Meeting report.

This year was a challenge!  Nalaine was off on maternity leave for 6 months.  I attempted to keep up with the operations of the office and my own responsibilities; this proved to be quite difficult on a part time bases.  A few written complaints were received and the Chair of the Board of Directors (BOD) responded.  The good news is that Nalaine is back and the office is fully operational again.
The following is a list of committees and/or projects I’ve been involved in since the last AGM:

1. POCT – the College, with in put from the Department of Health, College of Pharmacists, the College of Registered Nurses of Nova Scotia, the College of Physicians and Surgeons, has drawn up POCT guidelines for testing that is done when no laboratory is available.  The Pharmacy Group developed their document, based on ours, for use in the provincial pharmacies.  The POCT guidelines document has been completed.
2. Procedural Manual development – A Procedural Manual has been developed and is waiting final board approval.

3. Policy Manual development – a policy manual is a work in progress. 

4. Regulatory Bodies of Nova Scotia – this group continues to meet regularly with the DOH.

5. CMA – Michael Pronk represented the NSCMLT on the accreditation team that reviewed the new NSCC MLT program.  The program has been awarded a two year accreditation with the opportunity to do follow up with employers and students reporting the out come and possibly being granted a six year accreditation.  Joan MacLeod is our representative at the CMA.
6. PAC for the present NSCC MLT program continues to meet.

7. Board of Directors meetings – I attend all of these.

8. NAC/NRC – I attended these during the last year.

9. Timeless Medical Systems – Nalaine and I have inputting all the member data into our new system.  We have not reached the stage to say we can have online registration this Fall, but if it is possible we will make it happen.  The main concern we have at the office will be the cost to maintain this option for our members. 

10. CIHI – we continue to work with this group to develop a reporting system of the members for analysis of what is happening to MLT’s across this country. 
11. NSCMLT – I made a presentation to the MLT students at the NSCC in October.

12. NBCC graduation – I attended this function in October 2008.

13. News and Views – we now produce this in house.
14. Draft Legislation for “Fair Access to Regulated Professions” was passed in November 2008, after recommended revisions were developed by the Regulators of the Province in conjunction with Department of Labour and Workforce Development.  The Legislation is now called “Fair Registration Practices Act”.
15. Internationally Educated Medical Laboratory Technologists Working Group - we have a Terms of Reference and we meet 3-4 times a year to discuss how we can improve the process for IEMLT’s. 
16. A meeting with the DOH (Department of Health) and the DLWD (Department of Labour and Workforce Development was held April 22 to discuss the changes to the AIT (Agreement on International Trade) in Canada.  How this will affect the movement of MLTs across Canada.  The major problem we have is that the MLT students in Quebec do not have to write the CSMLS certification exam; which, means if they are licensed to work in Quebec I have to give them a license in Nova Scotia.  The final list of exceptions to this agreement will be completed in July of this year.  All provinces in Canada have asked that the CSMLS exam be the gold standard and that it be required to practice in Canada.

17. MLA’s – the regulation of MLA’s in Nova Scotia is an on going issue and the DOH has requested a meeting of the NSCMLT and their legislation department for September.
18. Public representation on the BOD of NSCMLT has been an issue since we became a college.  I have been working with Keith Dares from the Executive Council Office to help us locate suitable individuals for our board.  We presently have one of a possible three positions filled by Bageshapura Chandrashekhar.  If you know of anyone in your community who you think would be a good representative for our BOD, encourage them to apply.  The ad and application can be found on the Executive Council website at http://www.gov.ns.ca/exec_council/.
Respectfully submitted,
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Carolyn M. Dale, MLT, BSc.

NSCMLT Registrar
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