Agenda Item #5.1

REGISTRAR REPORT
Annual General Meeting – June 2, 2007

This is my first Annual General Meeting Report.

First I would like to thank Geraldine Cooper-Lesins for her guiding ways when I came to the office the end of August, 2006.  Geraldine has done a lot for our college, our profession and continues today as our lead with the CIHI Human Resources Project.  You will have a presentation on the project at this AGM.

I officially started as the Registrar September 11, 2006.  The last 8 months has been a steep learning curve and the climb is not over.  The use of legal terms, talking to lawyers, Department of Health officials, Pathologists, and you, the members, consumes a lot of my time.  The time that is left in this 50% part time job is dedicated to office issues, looking at a possible strategic direction, trying to complete a formal disciplinary process and guideline, and the development of policies for the college.
The following is a list of the committees and/or projects I’ve been involved in since my arrival at the college:
1. Disciplinary process – we have had one disciplinary case so far.  It is still pending.

2. POCT - Glenda Thorne is the lead on this project.  The college is meeting with the DOH, College of Physicians and Surgeons, Pharmacists, and The College of Registered Nurses of Nova Scotia, to develop a position paper and guidelines for Point of Care Testing in Nova Scotia.

3. Policy Development – The Emergency Preparedness Plan and the Privacy Policy were completed this year.  They will be posted on the web site in the near future.

4. Infonex Conference on Professional Regulation – This was in February and it was attended by four members, including me as registrar.  The conference was centered on disciplinary process and self regulation.
5. Registration of the members for 2007.  We have 907 practicing members, 12 non-practicing, 4 with temporary licences, 19 retired, 0 students and 19 graduates, both MLT and Cytology, with temporary licences.

6. Nova Scotia Barrister Society conference on Professional Regulation was held in April this year.  The NSBS plan to make this a regular conference instead of lecturer for Infonex.

7. Lunch and Learn at CBS. Ankie Fisher, Cindy Andrews and I held a session for the CSB group in November.

8. Fall Symposium was held in Truro in November.

9. Education Day in Cape Breton was held in conjunction with NMLW. Ankie Fisher and I did a presentation on the college.

10. Regulatory Bodies of Nova Scotia, who fall under the DOH, hold regular meetings to share common issues with the DOH.

11. Interdisciplinary Practice for the province – I’m involved with the group of health professionals that are discussing this issue with the DOH at the table.

12. The Mobility Recognition Agreement (MRA) – Elaine Allen and I attended a session in Toronto, with the other provinces and territories, to discuss the mobility of Medical Laboratory Technologists across this great country of ours.  An agreement was not signed as Quebec Medical Laboratory Students do not have to sit the CSMLS exams.

13. CCQLM: Canadian Coalition for Quality Laboratory Medicine – Geraldine registered the college as an affiliate member and I sit on the Accreditation committee.
14. Review of the Officers Manual – in progress.
15. CMA Canadian Medical Association – I’m a member of the team doing the accreditation of the Dalhousie School of Health Sciences in 2007.

16. PAC Program Advisory Committee for NBCC/NSCC Med Lab Program. I chair this committee.

17. PAC for the new NSCC Med Lab Program – I’m a member.

18. News and Views – Michelle Gaudet is the Publications Chair, and Nalaine Langille puts the News and Views together.  Ankie and I try to do the proof reading.
19. NAC/NRC National Advocacy and National Regulatory committees with the CSMLS.  Ankie and I attend these meetings.

20. Board of Directors meetings – I attend all these.

21. Leadership Forum – I attended this as well as two sessions for NAC/NRC members on How to Get and Keep Volunteers and Effective Lobbying.  

Nalaine Langille the administrative assistant came on full time the first part of October. This was a great asset to the office.  We are now open Monday to Thursday 08:00 – 16:00 and Friday 07:30 to 15:30.  She has been very busy trying to catch up on the filing that accumulated when she was part time. 

The topic of the day is Medical Laboratory Assistants and if we should try to regulate those individuals. Ontario and Alberta are now in the process of trying to make this happen in their provinces. This will be something for us to think about.

Student awards which were given out this year were as follows:

Melissa Webb – third year Cytology

Ariel Clarke - first year Cytology

Melissa Veinot – first year MLT NBCC/NSCC program

I would like to thank the board members and all our numerous volunteers, for the many hours you give to this organization. With out your help and support this college would not function properly. Thank you everyone.

Respectfully submitted,
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Carolyn M. Whitmore, B.Sc., MLT
NSCMLT Registrar
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